PROFESSIONAL AND COLLEGE

SPORTS CRITICZED FOR GREED


NORFOLK, Va., Nov. 11 – Coaches, owners of professional teams and college presidents who allow athletes to abuse women, drugs, alcohol and society’s rules were criticized here today by Rene A. Henry, author of “Offsides!,” a book about the NFL.


Speaking to the Norfolk Sports Club, Henry, an author and consultant from Green Valley, Ariz., said in sports today there is far too much emphasis on money and winning.


“This greed factor and pressure to win starts as early as little leagues and continues through high school, college and the professional ranks,” he said. “I challenge college presidents to financially reward their coaches based on graduation rates and the demeanor of their athletes rather than on wins and championships.  That is what higher education is all about.”


Henry said there is abundant evidence in sports that athletes can have appropriate behavior, act as role models and still be champions.


“George Halas, Paul Brown, Vince Lombardi, Tom Landry, Chuck Noll and Marv Levy would not tolerate off-field antics of their players and they won championships,” Henry added, citing information from “Offsides!”


“Lou Holtz (South Carolina), Bob Davie (Notre Dame) and Jimmye Laycock (William & Mary) are proving you can win, graduate players and produce role models in today’s competitive environment.”


Henry praised two retired local coaches as models others should follow.  One was his former Granby High School coach, Don Griffin, and the other was Jerry Sazio, a college fraternity brother, who was at rival Maury High School.  Henry began his career as sports editor of the school newspaper at Granby.  Earlier this year, he was inducted into the school’s “Hall of Fame.”


Henry’s international experience in sports spans five decades and includes the Olympic Games, World Cup (soccer), America’s Cup (sailing), more than 35 world cup and world championship events and at collegiate, recreational and professional levels.
