The Country Built By

American Consumption

by Rene A. Henry


DUBAI, U.A.E., May 17 (SPECIAL TO HUNTINGTON NEWS NET) – In the 1930s when Yankee Stadium was built in the Bronx borough of New York City, a sportswriter labeled it “The House That Ruth Built” in honor of baseball’s Babe Ruth.


One visit to Dubai, with its virtually incalculable wealth and obscene and blatant extravagance, and one could easily call this “The Country Built By American Consumption.”


Oil-rich Dubai, one of the seven United Arab Emirates, is located on the Persian Gulf and surrounded by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi and Oman.  The U.A.E., which was formed in 1971 after the British withdrew from the area, is estimated to have nine percent of the world’s known oil reserves and an output of some two billion barrels a day.  The oil boom first began in the 1960s and development, which began slowly, exploded in the 1990s.

Thanks to the United States’ voracious and seemingly never-ending appetite for oil, today Dubai is a modern city with a high rise skyline that features luxury hotels, condominiums, conference centers and residences, super highways, a modern infrastructure and 50 world-class shopping malls.  Scores of construction cranes, continued development and construction crews working 24 hours a day are a testimonial to the continuous flow of U.S. dollars into this country.  
Dubai has a population of one million of the total of four million in the U.A.E. and its per capita income of $19,000 (in 2002) ranks as one of the highest in the world.

Black gold from the desert provided the resources for development and infrastructure and Dubai is quickly becoming a serious contender in the global tourism industry.  The government is betting that tourism revenues will soon exceed those from oil.  Because of this, it is rapidly accelerating all construction knowing that its oil and the revenues it brings to the country will not last forever.  For decades the American leadership in Washington has given only rhetoric to finding alternate energy sources with no consideration that eventually there will be no oil.

Tourists from the U.S. and throughout the world flock here in droves to buy duty-free gold jewelry, fashions, perfume and other consumer products.  The Mall of the Emirates, which would cover 73 American football fields, has more than 400 retail stores, 65 restaurants, a 14-screen movie theater and even Ski Dubai, a 1,400 foot indoor ski slope complete with a lift and snow park.  Plans are underway for a shopping mall that will surpass this and be the world’s largest. The tallest building in the world, more than 190 stories high, will open in 2008.      

A signature landmark on the Dubai skyline is the opulent Burj Al Arab hotel that calls itself the finest in the world.  The 27-storey all-suite hotel, which was built on a man-made island, has luxurious suites ranging in size from 1,830 to 8,396 square feet.  You just can’t drop in at the hotel. To be allowed across the bridge to its island, you must be a guest or have an appointment or a dining reservation.  Lunches start at US$100.  There is a US$65 toll just to walk across the bridge.

The new Palm Jumeriah is a magnificent feat of engineering and construction and will be a destination of its own built on land reclaimed from the Arabian Gulf.  It is a series of islands in the shape of a palm tree surrounded by a crescent.  When completed, the islands and 17 fronds will feature a 60-storey Trump hotel and residence, a 1,539 room Atlantis hotel, more than 4,000 homes and condominiums and 1,400 marine berths. 

Caravans of camels have been replaced by 18-wheelers trucking cargo and merchandise into the city.  A new high speed metro/subway is expected to open next year.  A law forbids cars more than 10 years old from being registered and licensed.  The city almost sparkles and is immaculately clean with not a piece of litter in site.  The wide streets and boulevards are extensively landscaped.  Dubai truly is a wonder paradise and oasis in the desert.

Like so many other oil wealthy Middle East countries, Dubai spends all of its oil revenues on its own national development and infrastructure for the full benefit and future of its citizens.  There is no need to appropriate significant funds for defense or the military because the government rulers know that if the country is ever threatened or attacked, the United States will deplete its financial and human resources and come to Dubai’s defense just as it has with others in the past to protect the oil.

Because of its continued inflow of oil revenues from the U.S., now next door Abu Dhabi wants to out abba dabba doo Dubai.  It has made a commitment of US$100 billion – that’s correct, billion dollars – for its future development. 


His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahayan, who succeeded his father as president of Dubai in 2004, and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashin Al Maktoum, the prime minister, should declare a national holiday for everyone in Dubai to take time and say “thank you” to Americans for making it all possible and pray that there will be no conservation or slow down in oil consumption in the U.S.A., at least not until all planed construction is finished.
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