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COMMENTARY: The Best Sports Stories Never Seem to Get Told 
 

	

	From 1972, Rene Henry is the man in the middle with the basketball. To the left (#44) is Jerry West. With his back to the camera (#33) is Hot Rod Hundley. The other player is Pat Riley, who then played with the San Diego (now Houston) Rockets. Henry was producing and directing a series of how to basketball films. Sunkist was the sponsor. Henry: "I paid Jerry $10,000, Rod $500 and Pat $25 a day! I like to kid people saying I taught the three of them how to shoot the jump shot!"



By Rene A. Henry 
 
All too often some of the best sports stories never get told. They are about the personal lives of athletes, coaches and managers. Their names would be in headlines on Page One if any ever get in trouble and are arrested. But not when they are champions doing good things for society. 
 
Pete Carroll, head football coach at the University of Southern California, has led the Trojans to multiple national championships. This champion takes his leadership skills into the barrios and toughest gang neighborhoods of Los Angeles to keep young children from turning to a life of crime. Carroll does it evenings and weekends off without an entourage or fanfare, driving himself to the neighborhoods and homes to build new types of winning teams. 
 
Penn State’s legendary Joe Paterno is the winningest coach in college football history. The average salary for a college football coach today is in excess of one million dollars and many make two, three and four million or more. Paterno’s salary is only $512,664 and yet he has given four million to Penn State for educational and academic purposes. 
 
Pat Riley is the team president of the Miami Heat professional basketball team. During his tenure as a player and coach he won six NBA championship rings, was named Coach of the Year three times and is one of the top 10 coaches in the league’s history. The 1987 Los Angeles Lakers team he coached is considered by many to be one of the best teams of all-time. He was bold enough to guarantee the fans he would see that the team repeated again the next year, which it did. 
 
Now, Riley is championing another winning cause: to help the veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. Tim Reynolds of The Associated Press in Miami first reported the story of how Riley surprised six veterans and their families with a holiday party. While Reynolds’ story was syndicated internationally, few papers published it and those that did had it buried inside their sports sections. 
 
Riley hosted the veterans and their families for lunch at the Heat offices, had them meet the players and gave them presents of gasoline, restaurant and store gift cards. He reportedly spent $10,000 to show his personal appreciation for what the soldiers gave to this country. He then honored the soldiers and their families by publicly recognizing them in an event before the Heat’s game against the Chicago Bulls. 
 
But Riley wants to do much more. Even after the deplorable conditions at Walter Reed Army Medical Center were made public, many Veterans Administration hospitals throughout the country still do not have enough beds for the veterans who need help. According to reporter Reynolds, Riley wants to build a center for families to stay with their returning soldiers while they get back to normal life. 
 
His story quoted Riley as saying, “Believe me, it’s very minor in comparison to what they deserve. These are very proud people. These are families that are a little bit dire right now, for a lot of different reasons.” 
 
Riley, Carroll and Paterno are champions in many ways. Too bad no one keeps statistics and reports on all of their accomplishments. 
 
* * * 
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