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Libertarians should be happy with what is not going on in Washington these days. More is less. We have more government than ever before and government is governing less. There are more employees working for the federal government than ever before. Taxpayer-supported Congressional staffs are bloated. 
 
With few exceptions, the federal departments and agencies responsible for regulatory oversight and enforcement are not regulating and not enforcing. The list of what Congress has not done is longer than a list of what it has done. 
 
Commissions and committees have been appointed to watch over and report on other commissions and committees. We probably even have more czars in this administration than there ever were in Russia. 
 
Americans are angry. Their sentiments are being reflected by the way they vote. A candidate once listed as “incumbent” used have an advantage as having an automatic vote. Today it may be a vote against. 
 
The Department of Interior has to accept much blame for BP’s Gulf Coast crisis. Congress has to be accountable for caving in to the oil lobbyists and for not implementing a backup safety valve and other recommendations. Louisiana officials say the Army Corps of Engineers has delayed approving permits that would allow local fisherman to help in many preventive and cleanup efforts. Fast-tracking and expediting are words that long ago were eliminated from the vocabulary of a bureaucracy. 
 
When Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security, was governor of Arizona, the border was like a sieve with thousands of illegal immigrants, criminals and drugs crossing into the state each month. She not only has done very little to stop this problem, but last week her assistant secretary for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, John T. Morton, said he would refuse to enforce the law and neither arrest nor deport illegals given him by law enforcement officials in Arizona. Congress has done nothing to enact immigration reform legislation. 
 
If Napolitano and Morton and their predecessors in the Bush #43 Administration had done their jobs, Arizona may not have passed the controversial law directed at illegal aliens. And chances are that Jose Lopez Madrigal, an illegal immigrant who had been deported nine times since 1989, would not have been arrested and accused of raping a woman in Edmonds, Washington, May 20. During the past 20 years, Madrigal has been arrested in San Diego, San Francisco and Stockton, California for selling drugs, and for sexual assault in Denver. Each time he is deported he keeps finding his way back to what he considers “home.” He should be Napolitano’s “poster boy” for the ineffectiveness of the system in stopping even the most serious criminals. 
 
The city councils in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, and Berkley have voted to boycott Arizona to protest the immigration law. But doing so may leave many Angelenos in the dark if Arizona -- which provides 25 percent of the Southern California city’s energy -- reciprocates and pulls the plug. 
 
Congress has failed to act on many of the most important recommendations that the 9/11 Commission made in its report to Congress some six years ago. These include roadblocks to sharing intelligence, the inability of first responders to communicate on common radio frequencies and the plethora of congressional committees that oversee the Department of Homeland Security. Legislation is bipartisan and should be a no-brainer. 
 
For more than 20 years, officials at the Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration and National Transportation Safety Board have made recommendation after recommendation that would significantly improve air travel safety. Unfortunately most have fallen on deaf ears in Congress. 
 
Regulatory agencies are supposed to protect the American public. The Inspector General of the Securities and Exchange Commission submitted a report September 2008 to Congress pointing out a myriad of problems, including the fact that employees being paid more than $200,000 were spending their day watching pornography instead of preventing the meltdown of Wall Street and U.S. financial markets. But if Congress had acted then, the same members would have missed their television photo opportunities when they lashed out at executives of Goldman Sachs. And many of these porno-watching employees of the SEC, who would have been fired immediately by many companies and organizations, are still drawing their taxpayer-paid salaries. 
 
At least one person in our nation’s capital showed signs of intelligence last week. That was Dennis Blair who resigned as director of National Intelligence after his office’s repeated intelligence failures. 
 
Unfortunately, the political action committees (PACs) and lobbyists obviously are running not only our federal government, but quickly dictating what they want on the state and local levels as well. Congress is in gridlock and members have lost the meaning of being civil, bipartisan, and compromising. This has forced too many experienced Senators and Representatives to just call it quits and say “no more, no more.” We need a return to the days of leaders such as Tip O’Neill (D-Massachusetts) and Sen. Everett Dirksen (R-Illinois). 
 
In the meantime, what we need to do is harness all of the hot air rhetoric on Capitol Hill to give us a new solution for our energy problem. 
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