IT’S TIME FOR WVU TO RETIRE 

NUMBERS OF HUNDLEY, BOSLEY

By Rene A. Henry


SEATTLE, Wash., Jan 5 -- With all of the excitement about Pat White ending his glorious Mountaineer career with a record-setting fourth bowl win, fans calling for his number to be retired will have to wait.  A long time.  Maybe until 2060.


West Virginia University has been fielding athletic teams for more than a century, yet only two numbers have been retired.  It took the powers that be in Morgantown some 50 years before those of Sam Huff and Jerry West were retired.  Compared to how other colleges and universities have honored their sports greats, WVU has been pitifully slow in honoring its greatest athletes, coaches and administrators.  

Hopefully White will not have to wait half a century for his recognition.  However, he first will have to get in line behind a few other Mountaineers.
The next two numbers that should be retired, and hopefully soon, are #33 in basketball (Hot Rod Hundley) and #77 in football (Bruce Bosley).

Next week the Utah Jazz will honor Hundley when he announces his 3,000th game for the team.  He has been their only announcer since starting in New Orleans and ironically the game will be against the now New Orleans Hornets.  Hundley’s legacy of records at WVU would be even greater except for the fact that he played only three years and during a period that would not allow freshman to compete on varsity teams.  
A consensus All-American, Hundley still holds eight Mountaineer scoring records.  During his career, he averaged 24.5 points and 10.6 rebounds per game and almost always outscored the opponent he was defending.  He was only the fourth player in NCAA history to score more than 2,000 points and did it in just three years while others did it in four.  He was the first and only WVU player chosen #1 in the NBA draft.
Hundley and WVU are synonymous with basketball fans everywhere.  He, Jerry West and Fred Schaus teamed up again with the Los Angeles Lakers.  During his six years of professional basketball, twice he was named to the NBA All-Star team.  The National Association of Basketball Coaches named him to their 1982 Silver Anniversary Team for distinguished service not only as a player but for life’s accomplishments.  In 1994 he was named to the Basketball Hall of Fame and is the only announcer who was a former player to achieve this honor.
Bosley was a consensus All-American tackle in 1955.  His first honors came in his junior year when he was named “Lineman of the Week” by Associated Press.  He and Sam Huff, at the other tackle position, devastated the offense of WVU opponents.  Bosley played on the 1952, 1953, 1954 and 1955 teams, the greatest in Mountaineer history, and during an era where there were no platoons, redshirts or specialists, and everyone played on both offense and defense and kicking teams and wouldn’t think of wearing gloves.  He was named to the College Football Hall of Fame and also was an Academic All-American with a degree in chemical engineering.
He was a first round draft pick of the San Francisco 49ers and moved to center where he was named All-Pro and also to the NFL Pro Bowl four times during his 14 year professional career.  Bosley was the man in front of and protecting quarterback John  Brodie when he was the league’s MVP.  During his career in San Francisco there was no live television link to the East Coast and he was deprived of recognition given to so many others in the NFL.  
Remember “Rat” Rodgers and Joe Stydahar

After WVU retires the numbers of Hundley and Bosley, they need to then honor Ira Errett “Rat” Rodgers and Joe Stydahar.  During his senior year in 1919, Rodgers led the nation in scoring with 147 points, rushed for 19 touchdowns and threw 11 touchdown passes, almost unheard of in those days.  He was the first Mountaineer to be named a consensus All-American and his five touchdowns in a game stood as a WVU record until it was broken in 2005 by Steve Slaton.  Rodgers also was WVU’s head football coach from 1925-1930 and again from 1943-1945.
Stydahar was a first round draft pick of the Chicago Bears where he was named All-Pro six times and the team won three NFL championships.  He is in both the College Football Hall of Fame and the Pro Football Hall of Fame.  He later coached the Los Angeles Rams for two years and then the Chicago (now Phoenix) Cardinals for two years.
Few Quarterbacks Did More Than Fred Wyant

Next in line should be #11 for Fred Wyant, who quarterbacked the great Bosley-Huff teams to a 31-7 record and wins over Penn State three years in a row.  To put his achievements in perspective, fans today should imagine Pat White, or any quarterback for that matter, after running or passing for a touchdown, staying on the field to hold the snap for the extra point kicker.  And then line up with his other 10 teammates on the kickoff team and next take his position as a defensive back.  Wyant did all of this and more. 
In the 1950s, Coach Art “Pappy” Lewis did not send in plays from the bench.  Wyant was responsible for directing the offense and called all of the plays, even without a chart wrapped around his wrist.   The season was abbreviated compared to schedules today which would have given Wyant another 10 or 12 games during his career, or the equivalent of another season in which to continue setting records.  During this time there was no proliferation of bowls as there is today.  Outside of the four majors – Rose, Orange, Sugar and Cotton – there were less than a handful of others.  The team voted not to accept invitations except to one of the four major bowls or Wyant could have played in four, not one postseason game.  Wyant played briefly with the Washington Redskins and then in the Canadian league before becoming one of the most distinguished referees in the NFL for three decades.
Fred Schaus – A WVU Great In Three Positions

While numbers can’t be retired for coaches and administrators, many colleges place their names in prominent places such as a ring of honor in the football stadium or on banners hung from the rafters over the basketball court.  Being named to the WVU Sports Hall of Fame is a great honor, but some Mountaineers are very deserving of even greater recognition to have their achievements remembered.  First on this list should be Fred Schaus, who excelled for WVU as a great player, great coach and great administrator.  Playing on the 1947, 1948 and 1949 teams, he was an All-American and the first Mountaineer to score 1,000 or more points in a career.  
After a successful career in the NBA, Schaus returned to Morgantown in 1954 to coach Rod Hundley, Jerry West and others to an incredible 146-37 record and five consecutive NCAA tournaments, losing the national championship to California 71-70 in 1959.  He reunited with Hundley and West as coach of the Los Angeles Lakers and guided the team to four conference championships in his first five years.  Later, as general manager in 1972, he assembled a team that won a record 33 consecutive games and the NBA championship.  

In 1981, Schaus again returned to Morgantown, this time as athletic director, to restructure a department that was on the verge of bankruptcy.  In eight years he turned deficits into large profits, made improvements to the football stadium and put away surplus money for the future.  When he retired in 1989, the football team had completed an 11-1 season, losing only to Notre Dame for the national championship, and the basketball team advanced to the second round of the NCAA tournament.  Writer Mickey Furfari summed it up best: “Fred brought class, respect and distinction not only to WVU, but also the state.  He never had to apologize for anything he did or said.”

Coaches, athletic directors and other administrators need to be honored in places where thousands of fans will see their names.  Coaches Art “Pappy” Lewis and Don Nehlen should have their names prominently displayed for all to see in Mountaineer Field and the name of Gale Catlett should hang over the basketball court.  
Many colleges honor other contributors and I’ve seen banners with a microphone and a name hanging in many indoor arenas.  Jack Fleming, the voice of the Mountaineers for so many years, should be so honored. 
All of these Mountaineer greats would have been honored long ago with their names in Mountaineer Field and the Coliseum if the opinions of the state’s three most influential writers were still being published every day - Bill Evans of The Fairmont Times, Mickey Furfari of the Morgantown Dominion-News, and A.L. “Shorty” Hardman of The Charleston Gazette.  Hardman and Evans are deceased, and Furfari, while retired, no longer writes a daily column.  They would have had those responsible in Morgantown working overtime to give recognition and honor where due.
Mountaineer fans and all West Virginians love to sing as their unofficial anthem, “Take Me Home, Country Roads,” but how many have ever heard or know the name Bill Danoff?  The Grammy-award-winning songwriter and leader of the Starland Vocal Band in the late 1960s and 1970s, wrote the song in 1971 even though he had never been in West Virginia.  
The next time you sing or hear “Country Roads” being sung, think that at the least, WVU should make Bill Danoff  an honorary alumnus.
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