 
'Country Roads' in Xi’an, China 
 
By Rene A. Henry 
 
XI’AN, China, Sept. 15 (Special to HNN) -- The last place in the world I would expect to hear people singing Country Roads would be here in this historic city and the first capital of China. 
 
But it happened yesterday at Eurasia University where I am teaching conversational English to students. From the next classroom I heard booming "West Virginia, mountain momma, take me home, take me home..." 
 
Eurasia is a 10-year-old private university with some 20,000 students and I am here for two weeks as part of a team from the U.S. nonprofit organization, Global Volunteers. 
 
One of my colleagues, Tom Schember, from New Jersey, was asked by a student in his class if he liked Country and Western music and he said 'yes.' The same student then asked him if he liked the music of the late John Denver and Tom again replied 'yes.' Then the student asked if he could sing "Country Roads" and Tom and the entire class joined in. John Denver would have been proud of them all. 
 
I wonder if Bill Danoff had any idea when he was writing "Country Roads" he had any idea of the impact it would have and be so widely accepted throughout the world with so many diverse cultures. 
 
Xian is in the center of China and was the home of the Qin Dynasty and the first emperor who built the Great Wall. It is considered only a mid-size city in China with eight million population, but larger than New York City, Chicago or Los Angeles. It also is interesting to not that the number of people learning English in China is now greater than the entire population of the United States. No wonder they like "Country Roads!" 
 

